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Society: The Annual Meeting, Jacksonville, May 3-5, 1962

THE ANNUAL MEETING, JACKSONVILLE,
MAY 3-5, 1962
MINUTES

OF THE

DIRECTORS MEETING

G ILBERT L. L YCAN presided over the meeting of
officers and directors which was held May 3, 1962, at the
Roosevelt Hotel, Jacksonville. The meeting was attended by Dr.
Lycan, Duncan L. Clinch, H. J. Doherty, Jesse Keene, Mary
McRae, Margaret Chapman, Paul L. Maddock, Rembert W. Patrick, Thelma Peters, Ben F. Rogers, Lucius Ruder, Frank B.
Sessa, M. L. Vance, and T. T. Wentworth, Jr.
Following the announcement of the recent death of Mr.
Julien C. Yonge, Mr. Wentworth, the Society representative at
Mr. Yonge’s funeral, paid tribute to Mr. Yonge’s great contribution to Florida history. Dr. Lycan read the names of other Society members who had died during the past year.
The annual financial report was read by the treasurer and on
Mr. Wentworth’s motion it was accepted unanimously.
Dr. Doherty, new editor of the Quarterly, reported on the
following matters: (1) Editorial Board - new members appointed are Dorothy Dodd, Charlton W. Tebeau, Weymouth T. Jordan,
Luis R. Arana, Theodore Pratt, John E. Johns, Dena Snodgrass,
William C. Sturtevant, and John K. Mahon. Samuel Proctor was
appointed associate editor; (2) Printing - bids were received
from several printing houses for the publication of the Quarterly,
but upon consideration of them it was decided to continue with
the Convention Press; (3) Editorial problems - the University
of Florida subsidizes the Society to a considerable sum by furnishing the services of the editor of the Quarterly. The change to a
trimester system, however, raises the possibility of the editor’s
vacation periods interfering with the publication dates of the
Quarterly, and the possibility of the editor occasionally being away
from University employment from May through September. It
was suggested that the directors should take under consideration
the necessity to pay an editor during these periods. Dr. Doherty
stated that he would be out of the country during the summer of
1962 and recommended that Dr. Proctor be paid the sum of
$300 in the event that it is necessary for him to do final proof-
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reading on the July number and preliminary work on the October number. On motion of Mr. Wentworth this was unanimously approved. Dr. Patrick reminded the directors that this topic
had been discussed at an earlier meeting at which it was stated
that it may be necessary to pay $600 for a full time editor during vacation periods.
Dr. Lycan read a letter from the Florida Board of Conservation in which the members of the Society were requested to indicate sites for state parks and recreational areas. Dr. Lycan appointed as a committee to secure further information from the
Board and Society members Dr. Rogers, chairman, Mr. Wentworth, Mr. Justin Havee.
In the report of the annual Junior Historian Essay Contest,
the secretary reported that approximately 400 announcements
were sent to Junior and Senior High Schools in the state, and
more than seventy-five entries resulted. Dr. Charles W. Arnade
of the University of South Florida served as chairman of the
judging committee and the winners were announced.
The following matter of business was brought before the
Board. At the directors meeting of December 2, 1961, Dr. Patrick had read a letter from Dr. John S. Allen offering the Society
facilities for its library and headquarters at the University of
South Florida Library. Dr. Lycan had named Dr. Patrick chairman of a committee to investigate the advantages to the Society
of a removal to Tampa. Dr. Sessa and Miss Chapman were appointed to the committee, but Miss Chapman resigned at a later
date because she had accepted a position at the University of
South Florida.
In his report, Dr. Patrick first emphasized that the University of Florida had in no way indicated any feeling that the Society should move from its Gainesville headquarters. He further
stated that the University of Florida has contributed approximately $5,000 per year to the Society by paying the salary of
the executive secretary, providing space for the headquarters,
telephone, electric, and maid service, and so on. He reported
that other colleges and universities were notified that a move was
being considered and their bids were requested. Bids were received only from Stetson University and the University of South
Florida. Dr. Patrick inspected the facilities and equipment of
both universities to be assured of adequate care for the collection
of Society material.
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After his report, Dr. Lycan spoke on behalf of Stetson University and Miss Chapman on behalf of South Florida. Dr.
Lycan stated that Stetson wanted the collection; could accept it
immediately even though their new library will not be completed
for some time; the new library will provide adequate facilities
for the collection; the material will be available for students of
Florida history and teachers. Miss Chapman stated that enrollment at South Florida is expected to increase to 10,000 by 1968;
that the library now has adequate facilities for the collection;
that a professional librarian will be in charge of the material;
that two competent assistants will be available to help the librarian
with the collection and correspondence.
In the discussion that followed, Dr. Rogers pointed out that
private institutions have the problem of securing funds for library
material, while those supported by the state receive yearly appropriations which assures library funds. Dr. Vance asked which
move seemed most likely to assist in the study of Florida history.
Dr. Lycan and Miss Chapman both argued the qualifications of
their institutions to meet this requirement. Dr. Sessa moved that
the headquarters of the Florida Historical Society be moved from
its present location and the vote was unanimous approval. Dr.
Vance moved that the vote on location be by ballot and this was
accepted. When the ballots were counted there were three for
Stetson and nine for the University of South Florida. Dr. Lycan’s
motion for unanimous approval of the move to South Florida was
unanimously approved.
A final item of business was the selection of the location for
the 1963 annual meeting. At the 1961 meeting, a tentative acceptance of an invitation to meet in Sarasota had been given and
this city was confirmed by the Board as the site of the 1963
meeting. Dr. Sessa extended an invitation to the Society to meet
in Miami in 1964.
The Board of Directors then adjourned.
MINUTES

OF THE

A NNUAL M E E T I N G

The annual business meeting of the Florida Historical Society
was held in the Emerald Room of the Roosevelt Hotel, following
the luncheon, with Dr. Gilbert L. Lycan presiding.
Dr. Rembert Patrick spoke of a proposal to move the head-
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quarters of the Society from the University of Florida to the University of South Florida, As reasons for the move, he stated: (1)
the Florida Historical Society library is not used where it is
because it is overshadowed by the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida
History; (2) the Tampa area has several colleges and a large
population but no important collection of Floridiana; (3) the
University of South Florida has made generous arrangements for
housing the collection and for paying a competent staff to look
after it.
A motion was made that the Society move its headquarters to
the University of South Florida. It was approved unanimously.
The move will begin by July 1.
Mr. Adam G. Adams announced that the state Civil War
Centennial Commission is publishing a monthly leaflet describing
events of 100 years ago and is sending it to about 2,000 schools,
libraries, and historical societies in the state. Dr. Samuel Proctor
is its editor.
Dr. Charles Arnade announced the winners of the annual
Junior Historians Essay Contest sponsored by the Society. Winners were: First Prize, Alfreda Blackshear, Florida A. and M.
University High School, Tallahassee; Second Prize, Veronica
Pelaez, St. Joseph Academy, St. Augustine; Third Prize, Joan
Lancaster, Sarasota High School. Honorable mentions were
awarded to Roger D. Crim, Pensacola High School; Hugh Lipton,
Sarasota High School; and Nancy Von, Ormond Beach Junior
High School.
Dr. Lycan spoke of a letter from Governor Bryant asking
suggestions from members for sites deserving of historical markers
and also of sites which should be acquired now as future recreational areas.
The invitation of the Sarasota Historical Society to the Florida Historical Society to hold its 1963 meeting in Sarasota was
accepted unanimously. Dr. Sessa extended an invitation to the
Society to meet in Miami in 1964.
Dr. Lycan announced the creation of a Julien Chandler Yonge
Endowment Fund to honor Mr. Yonge who died April 25, 1962.
Dr. Doherty, chairman of the resolutions committee, reported
a Memorial Resolution eulogizing Julien C. Yonge. It was unanimously approved by a silent, standing vote of the Society. Four
other resolutions of thanks were reported and unanimously approved.
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Mr. Justin Havee moved that printed slips correcting an error
on the title page of the index of the Quarterly be prepared and
mailed to each purchaser of the index. Dr. Patrick amended the
motion to read, “be mailed to the libraries and people who request it.” The motion, as amended, was carried.
Miss Dena Snodgrass gave the report of the nominating committee which was unanimously approved as the slate of officers
for the next year. They are: President, Frank B. Sessa; 1st VicePresident, James R. Knott.; 2nd Vice President, Lucius S. Ruder;
Recording Secretary, Thelma Peters; Executive Secretary, Margaret Chapman; Directors, Adam G. Adams, Charles W. Arnade,
William M. Goza, Walter R. Hellier, Ernest H. Jernigan, James
H. Lipscomb, III, Rembert W. Patrick, Wesley Stout, Justin
Weddell.
The following were named for the nominations committee:
Gilbert L. Lycan, chairman, Albert C. Manucy, Dena Snodgrass,
Bayard Shields, and Jesse Keene. The meeting was then adjourned.
R ESOLUTIONS
Dr. H. J. Doherty, Jr., chairman of the resolutions committee
reported the following resolutions which were adopted as read.
In Memoriam
The officers and members of the Florida Historical Society
mark with grief and regret the passing on April 25, 1962, of
Julien Chandler Yonge at his home in Pensacola. Long a bulwark
of this Society, Julien Yonge’s name was synonymous with the
Florida Historical Quarterly for over thirty years. Beyond his
signal service to the Society was the magnificent service which
Julien Yonge performed for historical scholarship in general and
for Florida history in particular.
In his role as editor of the Quarterly, which he assumed in
1925, he ceaselessly brought to light the many-faceted aspects
of his state’s past. To the young scholar he offered encouragement, counsel, and kindness; to the established professional he
extended patience, assistance, and understanding. To all, his
optimism and good cheer were refreshing sources of new strength.
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Under his direction the Quarterly, which had been dormant for
fifteen years, was built into a periodical of wide circulation and
high respect among state historical journals.
A contribution of equal importance to his editorial activity
was his accomplishment in collecting and preserving the records
and documents of Florida’s past. With the aid and encouragement of his father, Philip Keyes Yonge, Julien Yonge began the
collection of Florida history materials as a boy and made this a
life-long pursuit. In his lifetime Julien Yonge assembled the
largest and most valuable collection of Floridiana in the world.
In consequence of his deep concern for higher education, in 1944
he donated it to the University of Florida where it became the
nucleus of the P. K. Yonge Memorial Library of Florida History,
open under his stipulation to all seekers after knowledge, regardless of race, color, or creed. He served as director of this library
from 1944 to 1958. In view of the negligence of the State of
Florida in preserving and collecting Floridiana, the contribution
of Julien Yonge in this connection assumes monumental proportions. Scores of American historians will never forget their indebtedness to the treasures of the Yonge Library. Scarcely a book
on Florida history has been written in the twentieth century without the assistance of Julien Chandler Yonge.
It is with a profound sense of loss, then, as well as personal
grief that the members of this Society salute the memory of this
beloved, kindly, self-effacing - but great gentleman.
Therefore, be it resolved by the members of the Florida Historical Society in general meeting assembled that these sentiments be recorded in the official minutes of the Society, that they
be published, and that they be transmitted to the Yonge family
in commemoration of the love, honor, and high esteem in which
they held the late Julien Chandler Yonge.
Resolutions of Thanks
1. Rembert W. Patrick has for seven years faithfully and efficiently devoted his skills, talents, and energies to the service of this
Society and the history of this state in the editing of the Florida
Historical Quarterly, during which time he has promoted the
highest scholarly standards and carried on the high levels of editorial performance of the late Julien C. Yonge, thus meriting the
thanks of devotees of history everywhere.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Florida Historical Society does record its sincere gratitude and obligation to
Professor Patrick for the devoted service which he has given as
editor. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be
recorded in the minutes of the Society and that a copy hereof be
forwarded to Professor Patrick.
2. WHEREAS, Mrs. Lois Sette has devoted several years of
her talents and energies to the service of the Florida Historical
Society in the position of executive secretary, in which position
she has served conscientiously and well; THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED that the officers and members of the Society do record their sincere gratitude for and appreciation of Mrs. Sette’s
devoted labors. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a record of
this resolution be preserved in the minutes of the Society and
that a copy be presented to Mrs. Sette.
3. BE IT RESOLVED that the officers and members of the
Florida Historical Society tender their sincere thanks to Miss Dena
Snodgrass and Mr. Frank B. Sessa for their services over the past
seven years as News and Notes and Book Review editors, respectively, of the Florida Historical Quarterly. BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that this resolution be preserved in the minutes of
the Society and copies be forwarded to Miss Snodgrass and Mr.
Sessa.
3. BE IT RESOLVED that the officers and members of the
Florida Historical Society express their gratitude to the Jacksonville Historical Society, the Jacksonville University, the committee on local arrangements, and the program committee. They
have made this 1962 Annual Meeting a memorable one with an
interesting and outstanding series of events. We express, too, our
appreciation to the management of the Roosevelt Hotel and to the
Independent Life Insurance Company for their gracious hospitality. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be preserved in the minutes of the Society and that copies be forwarded
to these gracious hosts.
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